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conceived it, into all kinds of vindictive pledges and impossible
promises about living conditions. Whether the men who made
these promises were ignorant or deceitful must remain a matter
of opinion, but the fact remained that, with the end of the war,
the whole political and economic fabric of Europe had collapsed.
Anarchy, unemployment, and starvation were rife and the
effects of this disaster would not, and could not, be confined to
the territories and peoples of our late enemies, nor should men
of any political experience have imagined otherwise.

The crisis over demobilization provided the first shock to the
new government. The band had ceased to play and Thomas
Atkins was shivering forgotten in the stricken villages of France
and Belgium. An ingenious civilian had planned his gradual
return, in accordance with the requirements of trade. The
British soldier, patient to the utmost extremes of privation in
times of danger, was unwilling to be treated, after the un-
paralleled exertions of four years, as a counter in the bargainings
of war profiteers. It was left to Mr. Winston Churchill, the
one man of military genius among the allied politicians, who,
now that the war was over, had at last been restored to a full
place in the national councils, to save a dangerous situation
verging on mutiny. He decided that those who had endured
and suffered most should be first demobilized, and, having so
decided, he saw that his decision was carried out. The English
soldier knows justice when he sees it, the situation was relieved,
and Mr. Winston Churchill reappeared in the forefront of the
political stage. Not for many years afterwards did we learn
that, while he was insisting on justice for his fellow soldiers, he
was also fighting a lone hand in the Cabinet for justice to our
late enemies, pleading for the relaxation of the blockade and for
the vigorous revictualling and re-equipment of Germany. But
1919 was not the year of mercy and justice. It was the year
of the Treaty of Versailles. Two men of honour had signed
the armistice terms. Lord Wester Wemyss and Marshal Foch
claimed a hearing before the assembled politicians and were
contemptuously refused it. CI want to discuss the question of
peace/ Lord Wester Wemyss protested to President Wilson at
Versailles. 'This is not the place,9 the American president
replied. Amid the popping of champagne corks and the